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fourteenth day of Egua morith. of Adar-as- an occasion” of :
gladness and feasting, for hobday i
. delicacies to.one another.”” 717 ;
20 Mordechai recorded these events andsent Iettevs to all the
Jews throughout the praumces of King Ahasuerus, near and
t they shou]d ‘observe’ aniﬁally the
founeenth and fifieenth day of Adar, 2'as the days on which
the Jews’ gained, telief<from their enemies, angkthe month
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which had been transformed for them from; one of sgrrowto
gladness, and from mourning to-festivity: “They: were “to"
observe -them :as. days . of,.feasting. and. gladness,. .and for
sendmg delicacies ‘to%nanother, andgiﬂs- to tproor 2 The
Jews underiook to confinue the pr'&"ctlce they had begun, Just
as Mordechai had prescribed to‘them. | Ty
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above context become extraordinary. Consider, first, the reading
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of the Megillah:

Every Shabbos and Yom Tov morning, and every fast day
following the reading of the Torah at Minchah, a selection from
the Prophets is read with blessings. Every Tishah B’Av evening,
the entire Book of Eichah is read without the preface of a blessing.
Thus, the essential practice of reading Scripture publicly is not
unique to Purim, but Purim is the only time one must both read

Scripture (other than the Pentateuch) from a parchment scroll and
recite blessings over the reading.
Then, comes a second mitzvah of Purim, mishlo’ach manos,

sending food packages to a friend; and a third mitzvah, matanos

la’evyonim, gifts to the poor; and a fourth mitzvah, seudas Purim,
the festive meal. None of these is unigue as are blowing the shofar

op Rosh Hashanah, handling the lulav and esrog on Succos, or
edting marror and charoses on Pesach. There are other times dur-
ing the year when we read from the Scriptures; when we send
gifts to friends and to the poor; and when we enjoy a hearty meal.

¢ But then, if Purim is a celebration of a miracle disguised as a
natural event, then the fulfillment of Purim should also appear as
something natural, *#though #n. reality it is not. One must be
awate, while listening to the reading of the Megillah, sending

food packages to friends, giving gifts to the poor, or enjoying a
festive meal, that all may appear “‘natural” — but in reality are

not. Instead, one must be mindful of loftier meanings. It is

simpler to be reminded of faith when doing something exotic; it is '

more difficult to be so reminded when we are doing somethi
dinary. ﬁut tﬁen, once reminded, the ordinary becomes extraor-
dinary.

In a very special way then, Purim is an annual reminder of

the very special way the Almighty takes care of His children: He

ic alwave there even when thev do not realize it.
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Pleasant conversdtion, sichah na’ah, holds tremendous power. If
you speak to others with kindness and compassion you can literal-
ly revive and sustain them. You can give them life. You can become
a_boneh olam, a builder of the world, and for that you deserve to
be rewarded. A stranger walks into the beis midrash, and you go
over and say, “Shalom aleichem!”-With these two simple words,

;.. you’ve transformed him. In effect, you’ve told him, “You’re some-
body important. You count. I recognize your worth. and I
acknowledge it.” That is pleasant conversation that gives life, that
revives, that sustains, that deserves a great reward.
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1. The Jewish people find strength and success when they
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are united. The archetype for such unity was seen at Sinai,
when the Jews gathered together T 353 T vy — “like
one person with one heart” (Rashi, Shemos 19:2) to receive
the Torah. Divisiveness, on the other hand, can bring our
. destruction, as was the case with the destruction of the
Second Beis HaMikdash (see Yoz 9b). Haman knew this,
and predicated his success on the disunity of the Jews. This
can be seen from his lobbying of Achashveirosh for their
destructlon, where he described the Jews as an RO TN DY
Tt — “one nation that is splintered and scattered” (Esther

2_0)

To undo the evil decree, the Jews had to correct the error
that caused their weakness. They had to unite, as Esther
cofnmanded,¥ DI 92 I D1 TP = “Go gather all the Jews
together” (ibid. 4:16), and come together both in prayer
and on the battlefield, as it says, o3 ommn bR — “The
Jews came together in their cities” (ibid. 9:2).
_Zfince the Purim miracle came aboutthrough Jewish
unity, Chazalsought to foster unity odsPurim. By ipstituting
the mitzvah of mishloach manos, giving food packages to
friends, they brought people together, and strengthened
relationships. Hence the wording: 1y1> wx nimp mbwn
— “sending food packages each person to his friend”
(Esther 9:19). 'The purpose of the mitzvah is to increase
rei‘us, friendship. In addition, to ensure that full unity is
established, the unifying mitzvah of matanos laevyonim,
gifts to the poor, was instituted to guarantee that the poor
of .klal Yisrael, who are often friendless, would not be
forgotten by their brethren. This serves as a guarantee that
they will be included in the simchah of Purim together with
the whole of &lal Yisruel forever.

- (Manos HaLevi, Esther 9:19)
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The salvation of Purim emphasizes the value of even the Jewish
physical body in G-d’s eyes and His plan for the world, because it .
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was only the physical safety of the Jew that was endangered on Purim
and not his spiritual eternity. Thus we celebrate the day with food
and drink and give mishlo'ach manos, food gifts, to others to promote

and enhance ours and others’ physical existence, which is so precious
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to G-d. We also give mattanos l'evyonim, gifts to the poor, si gmfymg
that our importance is not determined by our wealth or power, but\




) X . . = "This 2 ribute
rather it is intrinsic to our being, G-d’s special people. llns-nnlll:« g
is shared even by the Jew who is destitute, and hence we give u :n a
present — not charity — to emphasize our recognition of his im-

portance and worth.
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6. Purim was established as a day of nmpinpwn, “Joy and -
feasting” (Esther9:22) for all Jews. In order to make sure that

- the poor would have provisions for their Purim feast and
be able to be bsimchah with everyone else each year, Chazal
instituted the mitzvah of matanos laevyonim. However, to
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prevent the embarrassment of those who were needy, they

also established mishloach manos, so that it would be hard
*  to distinguish between those who were receiving mishloach

manos and those who were receiving matanos laevyonim.

(Sefer Apiryon, Parashas Zachor)
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8. The Bnei Yissaschar explainis that these two mitzvos are PR’ 3, 7X3MM 7R DA BV YR~ 79910 BAR”R YW oniwna
part of the mitzvah of szedakah, chatity, which has infinite 070y by Dy T3 107 £Y PTRS YR 212w bn 0e o
power. Although the Jewish people may have many mitzvos . b
to their credit, their sins can conceal these mirzvos and RT2W 2w 72,7781 pp1 2% npTe Ine71 nun mbws Wy ot Iy 1w 1’
stifle the effectiveness of the help that the merits of those AR 12000 115y YDwM NYWYP nrapm PRYYST XTI [qquns] TIWRR XANYT
mitzvos can bring. However, the mitzvos of learning Torah : - BT ST TR urxw:

and giving tzedakah — which includes gemilas c/rasadim,
acts of kindness — are so strong that it is impossible for

them to be concealed by sins. —
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creatures, so must we try to treat other people in ways that will
revive them, sustain them, reassure them. The Almighty gave us
the ability to breathe life into other people. That should be the
defining characteristic of our relationships.

Each and every one of us is obligated to breathe life into peo-
ple around him, whether it is in regards to Lorah, #vedak or any
of the other aspects of life m which they need support The
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